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	Oregon is not known to have vine mealybug, and it is in all of our best interests to keep it out of the state. 

This pest can cause serious defoliation, sunburn, vine deterioration and yield reduction, and is a leading vector 

of leafroll virus.  Further, vine mealybug can be readily moved in infested grape clusters and can survive the 

winery crushing and destemming process.  Efforts to eradicate it have proven futile.  That said, it can be 

perfectly safe to import grapes from California – provided the right procedures are followed.  We encourage 

every Oregon winery who wants to use CA fruit to do so.  
 

The Oregon Wine Board collaborated with the Oregon Department of Agriculture to implement an emergency quarantine on wine grapes from California. This is a new, temporary quarantine, on wine grapes only, 

and is distinct from the existing permanent quarantine on plant material (which impacts other 

states as well). 

 

We have also recommended reviewing the existing OR quarantines and revising them to include the vine 

mealybug in our permanent quarantine.  We will work with our partners to make our quarantines easier to 

understand as well as more user-friendly and effective in keeping Oregon vineyards as clean as possible.  

The discussions about this will begin after harvest, and will include a considerable public comment period. 

 

Please note the following important information to help you understand the threats, learn the rules and guide you through the process. 

Mealybug primer
Vine Mealybug: What You Should Know 

 

Emergency quarantine language, including procedure for importing CA wine grapes
Please note there are different procedures depending on the CA county where the grapes were grown. 

Emergency Quarantine Order (Vine Mealybug) 

 

Infested CA counties
The CA Dept. of Food and Agriculture is finalizing the official list.  We will resend this entire document

 including this critical information when it becomes available.
 

How to acquire a photosanitary certificate
The CA vineyard selling the fruit is responsible for setting up inspection and obtaining a phytosanitary 

certificate through the California Dept. of Food and Agriculture. 

Responsibility for compliance
The California vineyard selling the fruit is responsible for obtaining the phytosanitary certificates. 

Non-compliance can result in rejection, treatment, or destruction of the shipment and a $10,000 fine. 

Safe crushpad, winery and composting procedures 
Crush Alert: Raising Awareness of Mealybug in Oregon, Sep 08 

 

We will keep you posted if this emergency quarantine is extended beyond 90 days. The OWB will also 

inform you about proposed changes to the permanent quarantine and how you can voice your opinion. 

There is still an enormous amount we need to learn about this pest and the related disease, and quarantine 

is only part of the overall solution. We just received the welcome news that Oregon was awarded a $488K 

USDA Specialty Crop Research Initiative grant to study mealybug and leafroll virus.  The OWB signed on 

as a supporter.  This is part of a $2 mil. collaborative effort that includes CA and WA.  The Oregon team 

includes Vaughn Walton (the co-PI and lead from Oregon), Marcus Buchanan, Bob Martin, Patty Skinkis, 

Clive Kaiser, and Steve Castagnoli.  Statewide extension agents will play a critical role in this three year project, which begins in Jan. 2010. 

 

If you have any questions please call me directly, and I'll get you the answers.   

  
With sincere regards,
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Ted Farthing
Executive Director
Oregon Wine Board


