WINEWISE STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, April 13, 2010 10 AM 
By conference call

Attendance: Joy Andersen, Shaila Nyborg, Judy Thoet, Nicolas Quille, Tim Henley, Valerie Fayette
Absent: Mickey Dunne, Patrick Rawn, Shayn Bjornholm, Kerry Ringer 
Staff: Vicky Scharlau

AGENDA: 

· Glass Recycling Task Force

Joy introduced David Dougherty (retired) who was recommended by Robin Pollard of the Wine Commission to discuss recycling options for wine bottles.
(There is a presentation on the subject at the London Wine Fair and several Washington industry members are attending)

Summary of briefing on the UK initiative to lightweight the wine bottles…the following is designed as a broad summary provided by David, more detailed cost/benefit and environmental implications are available.
The UK waste and recycling community conducted a study which showed the majority of household waste arise from retail grocery stores.

In 2005, an agreement was reached among the retailers, brand manufacturers and the government to set targets for reduction of packaging waste and the accompanying carbon emissions.

Grocers indicated that the wine and beer bottles were their number one waste problem and asked the central government to work with them towards a solution.

Central government study showed existing wine bottles ranged in weight from 290 grams to 850 grams; with the lighter weight bottles being produced in Bordeaux.

With the goal of reducing the weight of wine bottles, further studies were carried out to:

1. Determine the strength of the lighter weight bottle

2. The environmental benefits realized through lighter weight bottles

3. The business or cost implications of lighter weight bottles to the bottle manufacturers

Numerous studies demonstrated the lighter-weight bottle meets or exceeded the stress and structural strength tests required.

The environmental savings achieved by moving to a lighter weight bottle were significant, including

1. Approximately 30% less materials needed to manufacture the bottle, and hence an equal reduction in the tonnage of glass cullet.  There is a significant waste reduction issue as well as CO2 reductions.

2. Transportation and shipping represents approximately 35% of the CO2 emission generated by the wine.  Lighter weight increases the percentage of wine shipped in a container.

The business case for reducing the weight of the wine bottle was most compelling. The costs incurred included retooling the molds, as well as new labels to fit the slightly altered shape of the bottle.  However, the savings in the manufacturing of the lighter weight bottle are so significant that the costs are amortized in the first 6 months.  Beyond that it is a financial gain to the bottle manufacturer. 

In addition to light-weighting the wine bottle, studies were carried out to determine the environmental and cost savings of having wine bulk shipped to Europe for bottling labeling and distribution.  An ocean container can carry approximately 10,500 liters of bottled wine.  In bulk it can carry approximately 25,000 liters.  The CO2 emissions savings over shipping wine in bottles is approximately 30% - 40%.

Retailers in the UK are adopting these standards.  Wineries in France, Spain, South Africa and Australia are moving towards these new lighter weight standards, or in some cases choosing to bulk ship their wines to Europe.

Waste & Resource Action Program (WRAP), the organization that has carried out the studies and are overseeing the implementation will be providing a briefing on the “Glass-Right” initiative at the annual London International Wine Fair on Tuesday afternoon May 18th. 
Website link for details www.wrap.org.uk/retail/news_events/retail_events/liwf_2010_1.html 
Additionally, Dr. Liz Goodwin, CEO of WRAP has agreed to have the WRAP staff available to meet separately with members of the Washington and Oregon wine industry.  This may allow opportunity to discuss the initiative in greater detail and answer specific questions members may have. The WRAP staff will be available during the morning of May 18th.

Follow-up will be by emails to further efforts of the Task Force.  David’s email is: ddoughertygroup@msn.com
Les Wallace of Ste. Michelle was not able to attend meeting but is interested in furthering this initiative.  Les.Wallace@ste-michelle.com 
· WSDA Specialty Crop Block grant submission due on April 30
· Terminology was discussed (best practices vs industry standards)

· Measurement specifics
· Examples of need for Winewise education

· Vinewise template use

· Certification inclusion
· Safety & Health aspects separate document outline
1. Discussion of keeping the safety and health aspects together and addressed by the SHIP grant folks rather than having them review all chapters and look for safety or health issues

2. Joy compiled components of current chapters in preparation for the first SHIP grant meeting at the UW on April 19

· Status review of chapter drafts to complete
1. Environmentally Preferred Purchasing not yet done
2. Vicky directed to send out drafts ASAP and not to wait any longer for all chapters
· Next steps
1. Complete all drafts of intros, check lists, assessment for each section √
2. Review drafts with industry

3. Review with consultants where necessary (grant assisted)
4. Network final drafts with industry 
5. Team meet to confirm content

6. Web design
7. Create and test online templates

8. Announce Winewise at annual WAWGG 2011 meeting

9. How-to workshops

Next meeting:  May 19, 2010
