Winewise Meeting
Wednesday, August 19, 2009

Snoqualmie Winery, Prosser

10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Attendance: Joy Andersen, Vicky Scharlau, Kerry Ringer, Tim Henley, Shaila Nyborg, Judy Thoet
Absent: Patrick Rawn, Mickey Dunne, Valerie Fayette, Nicolas Quille
Agenda
· Welcome

The group was updated on a presentation given by Joy to the Wine Commission last Friday on Winewise.
· Funding efforts update

- Grant was submitted with the University of Washington Field Research and Consultation Group for a total of $133,239 and our portion will be $40,000 on health and safety topics. 
More info on the grant:

L&I Safety and Health Investment Projects (SHIP) grants are awarded to projects directed at preventing workplace injuries, illnesses, and fatalities in Washington State. 

Grant criteria and funding limits:

•  Proposals must be for the express purpose of reducing workplace injuries, illnesses, and fatalities.

•  An estimated $2,500,000 is available to fund grants in this grant funding cycle. Grant requests for this cycle should generally not exceed $250,000.

•  Grant requests must compete within one of two size ranges: up to $80,000 and $80,000 – $250,000

•  Grants that are approved should expect to receive funds and start work beginning January 2010.

•  Funded applicants will be required to attend one of several available grantee orientations.
•  Products and materials created or developed using SHIP grant money must be made available for distribution by L&I to any workplace that can benefit from their use.
Other sources that WWIF is currently following up on for Winewise include:
-FSMIP - http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/FSMIP   (would likely be a good fit)

-TASC - http://www.fas.usda.gov/info/fr/2009/042909TASC.asp   (would be a stretch since this program is for exports and to help with removal of a technical or trade barrier)

-VAPG - http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/vadg.htm   (note language within NOSA regarding product segregation as a value added activity. This could be a good fit)
-There could be others within USDA’s Rural Development Cooperative Service 
-Altria - After a presentation by Joy Andersen, Ted Baseler offered to reach out to Altria on behalf of Winewise. (Altria is corporate owner of SMWE) http://www.altria.com/
· Committee member search

While the team leads are in place, we are still reaching out for additional team members.  The WWC newsletter will publish a piece in their next issue of a newsletter. 

· Add wine quality chapter?

Joy updated the committee that at the presentation she gave at the Wine Commission she was asked if Winewise would “adopt” or consider adding a wine quality component based on the closing of the Washington Wine Quality Alliance (WWQA). The committee discussed and questioned whether Winewise could provide anything beyond a check list for what a winery should be doing to address their quality.
· Certification options and what to include

Joy is continuing to discuss with LIVE the winery certification aspects needed to include in the Winewise guide.  LIVE is interested in what we are doing and incorporating LIVE winery certification requirements into Winewise, as well as, addressing WA specific aspects in the LIVE program. Joy met several LIVE board members at their board meeting a Col Solare a few weeks ago and discussed some of the issues with Ed Fus of LIVE.

Also discussed including requirement aspects from other certifying options such as The Food Alliance. http://www.foodalliance.org/wine/wine?searchterm=winery
Tim asked about whether the Slow Food Movement might be an option for certification as well.  http://www.slowfoodusa.org/index.php/slow_food/
Joy asked about whether the State Department of Ag might be an option for certification like they do for organic.  She will reach out to a contact she has there to inquire.  http://agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/Organic/
· Status review of each chapter

1. Energy Efficiency-Joy Andersen
a. Will be sent to TREE group for review

2. Water Management-Pat Rawn

a. Will be sent to TREE group for review

b. Stuart Childs of Kennedy Jenks is also reviewing

3. Education & Research-Kerry Ringer
a. No report 
4. Waste Management, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle-Nicolas Quille
a. No report

b. Will be sent to TREE group for review

5. Staffing, Safety, & HR-Tim Henley
a. No report

6. Material Handling-Shaila Nyborg
a. Will be sent to TREE group for review
b. Asked a consultant colleague to review drafts 
c. Suggested to reach out to L&I and/or the Region 10 OSHA training folks at UW

d. Dick Dougherty, WSU extension specialist in HAACP

7. Environmentally Preferred Purchasing-Mickey Dunne
a. No report

8. Community Outreach-Valerie Fayette
a. No report.

9. Site Development-Judy Thoet
a. Got in touch with a builder in McMinnville that does green/sustainable work and invited him up to discuss the chapter and get input on site development plan.  He is working on a “green” cheese factory and how much of what he’s doing applies to wineries.

b. May need additional input but won’t know until after visit.

Joy thanked the team leaders for all the work they have put into the chapters and for their volunteer time.  

Joy shared that SMWE is going to be working on ISO 14001 and an ISO 50000.

Next steps:

1. Complete all drafts of intros, check lists, assessment for each section

2. Network drafts with industry

3. Review with consultants where necessary

4. Network final drafts with industry

5. Team meet to confirm content

6. Web design

7. Create online templates

8. Test online templates

9. Ready for online use

10. Announce Winewise at annual WAWGG meeting

11. “How to” workshops

Next meeting:

Proposed for Wednesday, November 18.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Vicky Scharlau.
