Winewise Meeting

Wednesday, November 18, 2009

Snoqualmie Winery, Prosser

10:00 to 11:15 a.m.

Attendance: Joy Andersen, Nicolas Quille, Tim Henley, Valerie Fayette, Kerry Ringer, Patrick Rawn, Shaila Nyborg, Shayn Bjornholm.
Absent: Mickey Dunne, Paul Vandenberg, Judy Thoet. 

Staff: Vicky Scharlau

Funding Update
- Still waiting to hear on the grant done with the University of Washington Field Research and Consultation Group for a total of $133,239 (our portion will be $40,000 on health and safety topics from L&I Safety and Health Investment Projects (SHIP) grants are awarded to projects directed at preventing workplace injuries, illnesses, and fatalities in Washington State.)
-Waiting to hear from on the EPA Office of Environmental Education Environmental Education Grant for $128,250

The summary of the grant includes: Funding from this grant will be used to develop a web-based tool for Washington wineries to identify management practices that are environmentally sound, economically feasible, and socially equitable.  Development of this guide will capture and prioritize topics considered most important for developing a sustainable winery business.  It will allow wineries to measure their current practices against industry standards and formulate action plans to: improve energy and water consumption; employ conscientious waste management practices; practice environmentally preferred purchasing; support responsible site development; foster human and community resources and more.  

This project promotes statewide sustainable practices that will improve the industry’s economic viability, preserve resources, and protect the environment for future generations.  It provides Washington wineries with a competitive edge in national and global markets to meet increasing consumer demand for sustainable or “green” products.

The project will support the development and completion of this tool for wineries and provide outreach and education on its use and benefits.  It emphasizes long term potential economic and environmental impact to Washington wineries and winery-related businesses as a result of transitioning to more sustainable business management practices.

-WSDA specialty crop grant will be re-submitted as well.  The deadline is February 5.
Funding needs: 

Nicolas urged doing something in terms of fundraising sooner than later as we continue to wait for grants.  It is estimated that $20,000 would be needed for design of the website and loading it including editing and writing.  The group agreed to get a separate meeting together to address.  Volunteers included Valerie and Kerry.  The group thought the number might be high but better to plan high than not high enough.

Sustainable Session & Energy Workshop at WAWGG Annual Meeting

Kerry and Joy are heading it up.  There are 14 signed up so far.

Joy sought input from the group for poster information including the need for graphics.  The committee was encouraged to attend as they will be introduced as the Steering Committee.

Glass Recycling Task Force: Waste Management of Kennewick does residential glass collection but not commercial.  Of the residential glass that is collected, only the flint glass finds its way to recycling.  Judy is working with Ecullet of Seattle to determine collection and transportation options from which we can determine how best to proceed.  Judy might be able to provide additional info at the next meeting.  Joy also shared that there are alternatives to lighter glass now.  

Status review of each chapter-Joy thanked the group for all their work to get the chapters to this draft stage.  The “review” stage will be open until February 17.  Responses can go back to each chapter lead (their emails will be included). The status of each is:
1. Energy Efficiency-ready for review
2. Water Management- ready for review
3. Education & Research- ready for review
4. Waste Management, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle- coming this week
5. Staffing, Safety, & HR- coming this week
6. Material Handling- ready for review
7. Environmentally Preferred Purchasing- coming
8. Community Outreach- coming this week….
9. Site Development- ready for review
The chapters will be released in this grouping unless they all come in this week and then will be done together.

Round 1: Judy, Shaila, and Kerry

Site Development-Judy Thoet

Material Handling-Shaila Nyborg

Education & Research-Kerry Ringer

Round 2:  Tim, Joy and Patrick

Water Management-Patrick Rawn

Energy Efficiency-Joy Andersen

Staffing, Safety, & HR-Tim Henley

Round 3: Nicolas, Valerie, Mickey

Community Outreach-Valerie Fayette

Environmentally Preferred Purchasing-Mickey Dunne

Waste Management, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle-Nicolas Quille

Next steps

1. Complete all drafts of intros, check lists, assessment for each section (nearly) DONE!
2. Network drafts with industry-NOW!
3. Review with consultants where necessary—seeking input 
4. Network final drafts with industry—this to happen after the February 17 meeting…
5. Team meet to confirm content

6. Web design-Seeking funding
7. Create online templates-Seeking funding
8. Test online templates-Seeking funding 
9. Ready for online use

10. Announce Winewise at annual WAWGG meeting

11. How-to workshops-Seeking funding
Next meeting: February 17, 2010 from 10 to noon at Snoqualmie and by conference call.

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Vicky Scharlau

